Q . Discuss Browning is a love poet i
Ans: Robert Browning is a natural poet of love Browning’s marriage with

Elizabeth was so happy that it left & nl'r’nark on his poetry .He came out of the

overflow/ | powerful feelings of love and affection .He has sung so well of love
that we can rank him next only to John Donne in the genre of English love
poetry .But heis alove poet with speciality of his s
a range and realism which are different from those o
His love poems do not deal with love of truth orlove O
‘mother land Browning’s _love is a passion that-draws a2
__woman to a man For him love unites not ¢nly 2
and man It is the supreme principle both ¢

His love poetry has

intellectual point of
and examines their

two kinds of ﬂg > poems

personal and dramatic * dems are very few , because his bent

of mind was funda

ai} in Andulging in self analysis .So his genius

« which essentially requires a lyrical bent
iter still ,as we have stated }Browning under the
otelationship with his wife wrote 2 few brilliant

he poem of personal love written after the death of his wife.
The poem speaks b! Browning’s desire to be one with his wife in the next

world But it is not wof despair that he wants to leave this world .Like a true
lover he must live life to the full. He is prepared to undersgo all the trials of
life before going to the ne}t world .He feels the loss of his wife ,but the

-

faith that ultimately he will meet her in heaven gives him courage to continue
to struggle withl determinaticn//
There is a full throb of _@on in this poem .The belief in his reunion

with his beloved is in the nature of an “ccstatic thought” a complete fusion of
emotion and thought .
/



Though the intense love that Browning felt for his wile  finds
expression in some beautiful poems he found the dramatic mode more
congenial .However , most of the poems by Browning dealing with love are

. dramatic in essence. In each ,there is a certain situation and the revelation of
the emotions of a character placed in that situation .As a consequence ,the
individuality of the speaker is brought out . The dra 1
Browning the opportunity to deal with “Love”

for once ;In this poem Bro
sensuous slavery .Although

normal love relation beps i§ interested only in Andrea’s

money .She does not ; e worth of an artist .She can not
inspire Andrea tg-be { aphael or Michael Angelo .Again
Andrea’s fon ds him of his social and professional
duties I of the king of France to make a house for
)Lléxcrezié i darents .Thus his irrational love brings about

Fra Lippo Lippi “, Fra Lippo is a monk who once rejected
Xeot he feels the urge of mixing with girls .In all these
poems ,Browning txeéts love dramatically .Here Browning shows that physical
love is one of the basic human mstmc%{ society attempts to deny it there
wxll‘be 11 be perversion . Fra Llppo Lippi was made amonk at the age of eight A
monk is supposed to renounce worldly pleasure mcludmg Sensuous lov/e/ﬁut
as he confesses to the watch man s

" “You should not take a fellow of eight years And make him swear {0 never
kiss the girls” .Although Browning strongly believes s in God and life after the
death , he does not advocate strict ascetlms%ther he suggests that . man

can attain fulfillment by acceptlng the Eleasure and pain of this physxcal

'wor}(/i// E _




In “porphyria’s lover “ we find the psychological makeup of the
speaker .He is afraid that the blissful moment of love will pass away so he kills
his beloved .Yet he suffers no sense of guilt . The murder reminds us 5 of the
murder in Browning’s “My Last Duchess” where the Duke kills the Duchess

cold bloodedly However ,the motif for the murder of the Duke the lover
are very different .Porphyria’s lover is not as cruel e just wants to
get his beloved permanently ,as if he wants to make he rmanent piece of
art like the picture of lovemaking on the urn in K ats pn aGrecian Umn

In his love poetry Browning does not dese of woman
There is very little of the physical charms_pf a woman R enfrates on the
power which a woman can exert in her relati i ant .That man may
pgilgr husband or her lover .In : porp y(xia,’,&fbveg”% “The
Bust” there is no reference to Ard be / a lover
Browning has tried to undgfstany the Wide varied phases of love .His
love poem are an attempt to give e ssiarY'to all sides of physical love A= I
may vary from animal assion anjn 0g passes”  to the romantic love in

“The Last Ride Togethe
Browning has attatehex

of love and God as/twq inter #d realities .His love is not confined to
the body o1 n JeS his faith that true lovers meet in the next

bve jis not an end in itself Jt is a means towards the

in love he fegls_;

“Who knows but the world may end to night” ? He believes that if the
world ends at the moment when he is taking his last ride with the beloved
then that moment will become eternal .Inspite of the fact that the beloved has
turned down his love the lover is full of hope .The lovers of Browning leave
much upon God in matters of love ,and the theme of love God relationship

®

finds a recurrent expressmn in the Browning .

_“Gaod creates the love to reward the loy lcve and if the lovers donot avail~

of the moment ;they are failures .

e
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Browning’s love poetry is both complex and comprehensive .His love
poems deal with cases of successful as well as unsuccessful love .Of the
poems which treat of physical love about two third represent feelings of man
and -one third express the feelings of women .The love of man is partly
successful and partly unsuccessful .Among the successful poems we have “By
the fireside” , “Respectability “, and “One word Mor
mode ~ of failure and despair are “Love among the
Lover” , “A Lover’s Quarrel” eto(fn Love poer s wher
dominates there is less intellectual elements
Tman it shows greater intellectual depth M
Tove appear mare interesting to the poe "
T~ §o Browning considered Jave

Poems marked with a

with which Browning general/{y"deas

7 e . i
tenderness and devotion He dogs net
variety of love situatigns in his

triumphant and love

orce JJove eager and young love
satiated loye, rejected Qe

a‘ﬁ\w' naking _heroes of men or love
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enslaving-and cprrypting tf w all its guiesfa;;ears in Browning’s
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L;)i)e Tt canbe wn anticipatiox ofl gw_wla foretaste of hell.




